The results of the radiocarbon dating of deer and animal bone from West Mound deposits at the Sanders site are provided in Table 1 The calibrated age ranges of the two bone dates from the West Mound fall squarely in the Middle Caddo period (ca. A.D. 1200-1400) and the Sanders phase, although Sanders phase sites are not welldated at the present time. The mean calibrated age range of the two samples is A.D. 1220-1283.
Summary and Conclusions
Radiocarbon dates on bison and deer bone from the West Mound at the Sanders site have a mean calibrated age range of A.D. 1220-1283, indicating that the West Mound was used by ancestral Caddo peoples in the Sanders phase of the Middle Caddo period. In East Texas, the majority of the Caddo sites with bison remains and/or tools date after A.D. 1430, but the Middle Caddo period occupation at the Sanders site has both bison remains and bison scapula hoes, the latter in funerary contexts in the East constructed in the Middle Caddo period, during a climatic minima (the Wolf Minima) whose midpoint dates to ca. A.D. 1250 (Perttula 2016:29) .
